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Don’t Get Arrested in South Carolina: A lesson of fraud, deceit and corruption in South Carolina law enforcement and prosecution.

By J.B. Simms.  Erik Publishing.

J.B. Simms presents a dark side of criminal justice.  He tells a dismal tale of the politics of justice in Richland County, South Carolina and the questionable outcome of one controversial case.  Dr. Harry Sunshine was a popular and respected juvenile dentist in Columbia, South Carolina.  What is known, and accepted, is that Dr. Sunshine was riding his bicycle early on September 30, 2000 and was struck and killed by a motorist who fled the scene.  What is not known, according to Mr. Simms, is why the justice system failed the Sunshine family and the citizens of Columbia, South Carolina.  

J.B. Simms, a private detective by training and experience weaves a troubling saga of deceit, cover up and corruption within the criminal justice system.  While there checks and balances within our system of justice, he points out what can happen – and what he claims did happen in one troubling story when the checks and balances don’t work.  If this book were written as a novel it would grab the reader’s attention as interesting but impossible.  Mr. Simm’s makes the case that this is fact, not fiction and each of the parties he mentions is working in some twisted way to hide the truth and blame an innocent man for the crime that was committed.  

In many ways, this story partially mirrors those we read about and see on the national news – where cold cases are solved with good police work, and those who have been wrongly convicted of crimes are “proved” innocent by new investigatory techniques including Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA).  Unfortunately, this story doesn’t have such a happy ending.  Mr. Simms makes the case that the untimely death of Dr. Sunshine was never resolved appropriately, and many of the actors involved in the investigation, prosecution and defense of the accused are woven into a tangled web of deception.

Mr. Simms includes in his book copies of official documents and other evidence that raises interesting issues and questions.  He details his history of the events which include times, places and people.  His interpretation of the facts is sure to infuriate the ‘guilty’ and goes a long way to point out potential weaknesses in our system of justice.  

There are several lessons that can be learned from “Don’t Get Arrested in South Carolina.”  First, justice is a process that requires a group of individuals working in advocacy roles and doing the best they can for their clients, whether individuals or society.  Second, justice is complex and is multifaceted.  Third, accountability in criminal justice agencies needs to be revisited as many items can be ignored, intentionally overlooked, buried or changed.  Finally, the politics of justice are powerful and there are many stakeholders who do not get justice in the same way.  The rich and the powerful always have an edge in the administration of justice and too often money and power have very loud voices in the halls of the police department, prosecutor’s office, defense attorney’s office and in the courthouse (as well as prisons).  While money and power often works for the individual, it can also work against him or her.  In any case, the lesson to learn from reading the book is to question authority, to look at the evidence and make up your mind about the process.   As we are all stakeholders in the administration of justice, the book raises some important questions.  Specifically, I think students of our administration of justice can learn from the case of Dr. Harry Sunshine.  

In many ways, the book reads like a novel with twists and turns in the criminal justice system that create intrigue and a cynical look at what has happened.  Disentangling the facts from opinions and fiction is the job of the reader who will benefit from his or her adventure into the crime, its investigation and outcome.
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